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Basic mathematical skills for low-educated adults in Basic Education

Context of 13 Flemish schools for Basic Education

Mission: 

While acquiring more skills, low-educated adult learners become integrated members of their social environment. Education makes social participation real for these students. Living conditions improve. Social, professional and educational perspectives are within reach.   

Focus:
basic skills within different subjects:


· 2nd language learning (written and oral)

· written language learning for native speakers

· mathematics

· social orientation and integration

· ICT
Target group: low-educated and low-skilled adults

Literate, illiterate and semi-illiterate immigrants, political refugees, asylum seekers, illiterate and semi-illiterate native speakers are being educated to be emancipated citizens. Teachers are trained in dealing with high diversity. Students differ in level of acquisition, learning pace, learning style, level of literacy, level of mathematical awareness, spatial and temporal awareness, …
Mathematics in Basic Education: every ones counts!
Mathematics as an essential tool:

Mathematical skills are -maybe more than other skills- crucial in becoming part of society. Acquiring mathematical competences and awareness clearly improves a learner’s perspectives. 

There are dozens of different contexts in which mathematical skills are conditional to specific social purposes:

· checking change
· comparing prices
· estimating and calculating quantities needed for decorational purposes
· figuring the use of the car
· using a scale map
· converting measures in the kitchen
· taking an entrance exam for occupational training
· taking an exam for bus driver or postman
· ...

Working on numeracy:

Numeracy encompasses the knowledge and skills required to effectively manage mathematical demands in personal, societal and work situations, in combination with the ability to accommodate and adjust flexibly to new demands in a continuously rapidly changing society that is highly dominated by quantitative information and technology.
(van Groenestijn, 2002)

Working together:

Basic Education organizes long lasting one year math courses. The level of education of these 90 hour courses can be compared to the level of primary school up to the level of the 2nd year of secondary school. 

Basic Education works on a structural basis together with other organizations. Courses in out-of-school contexts usually take 20 or 40 hours. The content and method of these courses are strongly determined by specific needs of students attending courses. 

· Mathematics for professional purposes:
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The level of numeracy strongly depends on the position in the job market.  Employed persons perform better than unemployed and non-active persons: 42% of those who are unemployed can only perform numeric tasks at the lowest level.

 (IALS , 1997)
Basic Education and VDAB (the public employment service of Flanders) work together on a regular basis. Other work related initiatives also count on Basic Education. Technical training schools as an example rely on mathematical educational support in their technical training sessions (catering, building and metal industry, sales, cleaning business, transport,…).
· Mathematics for daily life, in social contexts:

For low-educated people with little numeracy skills it is difficult to support their children in their learning process. Basic Education works together with elementary schools in order to give structural support to parents. 

· Mathematics for further education:

Low-skilled people with low numeracy competences find it difficult –if not impossible- to get an educational degree or even to take classes in schools for adult education. Basic Education therefore works together with schools for adult education.
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BE — Overonethird-ofthe-students have: a-certficate of-primary-education-at the
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most.-Students-with a-diplarma of-special secon dary-education-(BuS o) or jurior
secondary-education-(LSO) put-together, represent: another third-of the: group.

Now-the-nurnber of students-of BuSo-and LSO-is-more-or less-equal, whereas
the-number-ofthe-former group-used-to-be-clealy: smaller -

Social positiont

IALS -» The-level of numeracy-strongly-de pen ds-on-the: position-in the-job-market - The-
ermplaye d-perforrm better-on-average-than-the-un employed:-and-the:non-active
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The:most-striking resultof the: Flemish-job- market-situationis the-high- number of-
unermployed pe ople-who-can-only-perform: nurmerical tasks on-the-lowest levels
42% of this- group-aresituatedinlevel- 1.9

The-numberof low-num erates-seems to-be-everrhigherin the-building and- the
agriculturalindustries. -even though-we:do-n ot have:statistical proof-for this.
Whenyou- compare-the:level-of numeracy-in-the: different industries. -you-will
arive:at-the-following-conclusions§
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